
 

 
 

July 25, 2011 

 

Dear Dr. Morgan, 

 

I urge you to retain Angry Management on your recommended reading lists and on your school library 

shelves. After recently reading the complaint in the newspaper, I read the book Angry Management and it 

is completely age-appropriate for young adults in your district.  Reading this novel strikes one as “classic” 

Chris Crutcher.  It is funny, poignant, challenging, and captures many elements of adolescent 

development and angst that is directly relevant to the experiences of young adult readers.  For some 

readers, depending upon their emotional maturity, the content may be challenging.  However, there is 

nothing – absolutely nothing – inappropriate in the book for the young adult audience. 

 

The complaint stated the first 24 pages were too difficult for him or his child to get through due to 

excessive profanity.  He did not read the entire book.  Had he done so, he may have discovered what has 

captured readers throughout the years and earned Mr. Crutcher numerous accolades and literary merit.  If 

we isolate specific passages from books and take them out of context, we are ruining a work of art and 

creating our own misunderstanding.  For example, reading passages removed from the most holy, 

religious books of the world in isolation can turn them into something ugly, but when read as a whole 

work, they are beautiful.  I believe this is what the complaining parent is doing with Mr. Crutcher’s novel.  

This really does boil down to one parent trying to control what other students can read.  If this book is not 

a good choice for a parent and his child, he is free to choose another title.  Indeed, that is freedom of 

choice.  However, his effort to remove it from a list of recommended reading and libraries comes down to 

one thing: censorship.  Teachers, librarians and school administrators cannot submit to a vague complaint 

that merely states we need protection from “these ways.” 

 

Parents and educators that would support this book are often silent.  I am writing this letter to support the 

students of South Carolina.  They have a constitutional right to read this book if they so choose – a good 

book that made this recommended reading list.   Let’s use this as a “teachable moment” – an opportunity 

to have an open discussion about the ideas presented in this book instead of trying to bury them.  The 

ideas presented will not go away.  Nor will this book go away if you remove it from your district’s 

summer reading list and school libraries. 

 

I anticipate this novel will be retained based on its and its author’s literary merits. Thank you for reading 

this letter and the consideration you have given for this novel.  Please feel free to contact me if you would 

like to discuss this further.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Michael Giller 

Chair, Intellectual Freedom Committee 

South Carolina Association of School Librarians 

mgiller@gmail.com 

 

cc:  Dr. Agnes Slayman, Mary Anne Byrd 
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